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This presentation addressed the well-worn theme of Jesus’ birth in the gospels of Matthew and Luke in the New Testament, though from a much-neglected perspective. The question posed was why such emphasis is placed in the birth narratives on “the Holy Spirit.” By considering the debates surrounding Jesus’ ministry of exorcisms, teaching on purity, and open dealings with “sinners,” within the context of the “fallen angels” tradition (including birth stories relating to Noah and Melchizedek), the paper argued that language about a “holy” Spirit was introduced into the Matthew 1 and Luke 1 in order to counter the accusation by Jesus’ opponents that he had “an unclean spirit” (cf. Mk. 3:30).

