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“The Kittim and the Historical Context of the War Scroll”

Oren Ableman

Kittim in the Hebrew Bible (non-eschatological contexts)

Genesis 10:4 (=1 Chronicles 1:7)
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The descendants of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Rodanim.

Isaiah 23:1
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The oracle concerning Tyre. Wail, O ships of Tarshish, for your fortress is destroyed.

When they came in from Cyprus they learned of it.

Isaiah 23:12
272 Mr~RD DY D3 ™MAY IR onRD 1iTY-Na nHIN2 npwuni 1HYY Tiv *00inKY InKh
He said: You will exult no longer, O oppressed virgin daughter Sidon; rise, cross over to

Cyprus — even there you will have no rest.

Jeremiah 2:10
:NNTD NIRRT IR TR WNANM NPY VIR IR BUAD TR 130 03
Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has

ever been such a thing.

Ezekiel 27:6

{DRD MRD DIWRNI I YR TOIN 10D 1wan Doy

From oaks of Bashan they made your oars; they made your deck of pines from the coasts of

Cypraus, inlaid with ivory.
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Kittim in Second Temple Literature

1 Maccabees 1:1

Koi &yévero peta 10 mataEonr ArEEavdpov tov Dhinmov Maxeddva, O¢ eENADeV €k yiig
Xertup, koi énatagev tov Aapeiov faciiéa [epo®dv kai MNdwv kai éfaciievcey dvt avtod,

npotepoV Emi TV EALGD.

After Alexander son of Philip, the Macedonian, who came from the land of Kittim, had
defeated King Darius of the Persians and the Medes, he succeeded him as king. (He had

previously become king of Greece.)

1 Maccabees 8:5

kol tov Olummov xol tov Tlepoéa Kimiéwv Poaciiéo koi Tovg EMNPUEVOLE €T’ OOTOVC

CLVETPLYAY ODTOVG £V TOAEU® KOl KATEKPATNGOV AOTMV”

They (= the Romans) had crushed in battle and conquered Philip, and King Perseus of the

Macedonians (Gr: Kittim), and the others who rose up against them.

Jubilees 24:28-29

28. And Isaac on that day cursed the Philistines and said: 'Cursed be the Philistines unto the
day of wrath and indignation from the midst of all nations; may God make them a derision
and a curse and an object of wrath and indignation in the hands of the sinners the Gentiles and

in the hands of the Kittim.

29. And whoever escapes the sword of the enemy and the Kittim, may the righteous nation
root out in judgment from under heaven; for they shall be the enemies and foes of my children

throughout their generations upon the earth.

Jubilees 37:10

And there came to them from Moab and from the children of Ammon, those who were hired,
one thousand chosen men, and from Philistia, one thousand chosen men of war, and from
Edom and from the Horites one thousand chosen fighting men, and from the Kittim mighty

men of war.

Josephus Antiquities 1.128

Xé0pnog 6¢ Xé0ypa v vijoov Eoye, Kompog abtn viv Kaheital, kol an’ avti|g vijool T€ mioat
Kol T0 TAEI® TV mopd OdAattay XE0m v1o ‘ERpaiov ovopdaletal: pdptug 6€ pov 1@ Adym pia
v év Kompo moérewv ioydoaca v mpoonyopiov @uAadéor: Kitwov yap vmo tdV

EEelMnvicavtav adTy KaAdeitor und’ obtmg dtopvyodoa tod Xebdipov 10 dvopa.
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Cethimus possessed the island Cethima: it is now called Cyprus; and from that it is that all
islands, and the greatest part of the sea-coasts, are named Cethim by the Hebrews: and one
city there is in Cyprus that has been able to preserve its denomination; it has been called Citius
by those who use the language of the Greeks, and has not, by the use of that dialect, escaped

the name of Cethim.

Kittim in the Hebrew Bible (eschatological contexts)

Numbers 24:15-24
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So he uttered his oracle, saying: “The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of the man
whose eye is clear, the oracle of one who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge
of the Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, who falls down, but with his eyes
uncovered: I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near — a star shall come out of Jacob,
and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the borderlands of Moab, and the
territory of all the Shethites. Edom will become a possession, Seir a possession of its enemies,

while Israel does valiantly. One out of Jacob shall rule, and destroy the survivors of
Ir.” Then he looked on Amalek, and uttered his oracle, saying: “First among the nations was
Amalek, but its end is to perish forever.” Then he looked on the Kenite, and uttered his oracle,
saying: “Enduring is your dwelling place, and your nest is set in the rock; yet Kain is destined
for burning. How long shall Asshur take you away captive?” Again he uttered his oracle,
saying: “Alas, who shall live when God does this? But ships shall come from Kittim and shall

afflict Asshur and Eber; and he also shall perish forever.”

Daniel 11:25-35
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He shall stir up his power and determination against the king of the south with a great army,
and the king of the south shall wage war with a much greater and stronger army. But he shall
not succeed, for plots shall be devised against him by those who eat of the royal rations. They
shall break him, his army shall be swept away, and many shall fall slain. The two kings, their
minds bent on evil, shall sit at one table and exchange lies. But it shall not succeed, for there
remains an end at the time appointed. He shall return to his land with great wealth, but his
heart shall be set against the holy covenant. He shall work his will, and return to his own land.
At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but this time it shall not be as it
was before. For ships of Kittim shall come against him, and he shall lose heart and withdraw.
He shall be enraged and take action against the holy covenant. He shall turn back and pay heed
to those who forsake the holy covenant. Forces sent by him shall occupy and profane the
temple and fortress. They shall abolish the regular burnt offering and set up the abomination
that makes desolate. He shall seduce with intrigue those who violate the covenant; but the
people who are loyal to their God shall stand firm and take action. The wise among the people
shall give understanding to many; for some days, however, they shall fall by sword and flame,
and suffer captivity and plunder. When they fall victim, they shall receive a little help, and
many shall join them insincerely. Some of the wise shall fall, so that they may be refined,
purified, and cleansed, until the time of the end, for there is still an interval until the time

appointed.

Daniel 11:40-12:3
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At the time of the end the king of the south shall attack him. But the king of the north shall
rush upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and with many ships. He shall
advance against countries and pass through like a flood. He shall come into the beautiful land,
and tens of thousands shall fall victim, but Edom and Moab and the main part of the
Ammonites shall escape from his power. He shall stretch out his hand against the countries,
and the land of Egypt shall not escape. He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of
silver, and all the riches of Egypt; and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall follow in his train.
But reports from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go out with great fury to
bring ruin and complete destruction to many. He shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea
and the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he shall come to his end, with no one to help him. At
that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a
time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that
time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. Many of those
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and

those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

Kittim in the Sectarian Texts

Pesher Nahum (4Q169) fre. 3-4 col. 1:1-3
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Where a lion went to go into it, a lion cub [without anyone confining him. Its interpretation
concerns Demel]trius, king of Yavan, who wanted to enter Jerusalem on the advice of the
Seekers od Smooth Things [but he did not enter, for God had not given Jerusalem] into the
hand of the kings of Yavan from Antiochus up to the rise of the chiefs of the Kittim. But later,
it will be trampled
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Pesher Habakkuk 3:6-11
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Their horses are swifter than panthers; they are keener than wolves at night. Their war-horses
paw the ground, gallop, from afar they come flying like an eagle, hastening to eat. All of them
come to use violence; their faces ever forward. Its inter[pretation] concerns the Kittim, who

trample the land with [their] horse[s] and their animals and come from far off, from the islands

of the sea, to devour all the nations, like an eagle

Pesher Habakkuk 4:10-13
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Its interpretation [con]cerns the chiefs of the Kittim, who on the council of [their] house of
guilt will pass by one before the other; [their] chiefs, [o]ne after another, will come to raze the

la[nd].

Pesher Habakkuk 6:1-8
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... the Kittim, and they gather their wealth with all their loot like fish of the sea. And what it
says: This is why he offers sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his trawl. Its interpretation:
they offer sacrifices to their standards and their weapons of war are the object of their worship.
Since by them his portion is fat and his food rich. Its interpretation: they distribute their yoke
and their tribute, which is their food, upon all the peoples, year after year, to lay waste many

lands.

War Scroll 10M col. 1:1-7
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For the M[askil: The Rule of] the War. The first attack by the Sons of Light will be launched
against the lot of the Sons of Darkness, against the army of Belial, against the troop of Edom
and of Moab and of the sons of Ammon and [...] Philistia, and against the troops of the Kittim
of Ashur, with them aid by the violators of the covenant. The sons of Levi, the sons of Judah
and the sons of Benjamin, the exiled of the desert, will wage war against them [...] all their
troops, when the exiled Sons of Light return from the desert of the peoples to camp in the
desert of Jerusalem. And after the war, they shall go up from there. A[nd the king] of the
Kittim [will wage war] against Egypt. And in his (appointed) period, he will go out with great
rage to wage war against the kings of the North, and (in) his wrath to exterminate and cut
down the horn of I[srael. And th]is is a time of salvation for the people of God and a period
of rule for all the men of his lot, and of everlasting destruction for all the lot of Belial. There
will be g[reat] panic [among] the sons of Japhet, Ashur shall fall and there will be no help for
him; the rule of the Kittim will come to an end, wickedness having been defeated, with no

remnant, and there will be no escape for [any of the Sons] of Darkness.

War Scroll 1QM col. 15:1-3
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For this is a time of turmoil for Isra[el and a servi]ce of war against all the nations. For God’s
lot there will be everlasting redemption and destruction for all the wicked nations. All those
r[eady for] the war shall go and camp opposite the king of the Kittim and opposite all the

army of Belial assembled with him for the day of ven[geance] by God’s sword.



